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General 
1 I understand that the newspaper industry doesn’t 

have to pay into the MMSW program.  Is that true and 
if so, why? 

Newspapers are an obligated material under the Saskatchewan Household 
Packaging & Paper Stewardship Program Regulation therefore newspaper 
publishers resident in Saskatchewan are obligated stewards.  

2 All grocery stores would sell very similar products, so 
to save time why can’t there be something done just 
for grocery stores? This would ensure that we are all 
on the same page for reporting weights of each 
product - instead of each store weighing product 
independently. 

While the Regulation pertains to brand owners, as well as first importers 
(retailers), CSSA does offer a number of tools to help businesses such as 
retailers, prepare their material reports.  For example, there are calculators 
to assist with reporting, and the reporting guidebook found here provides 
step-by-step instructions on how to develop an average bill of materials. For 
more information on calculators, please call a member of our Steward 
Services team at 1-888-980-9549. 

3 Our business is serviced by a recycling program that 
takes all of our paper and cardboard. Do we still need 
to join MMSW? 

Yes, many businesses have services for recycling the waste from their 
businesses however, The Saskatchewan Recycling Regulation applies, not to 
the waste that is produced by your business, but rather the packaging and 
paper your business supplies to SK residents that will require management 
through the residential waste stream.  The stewardship fees will contribute 
up to 75 per cent of the net costs to municipalities to manage the material 
you supply to consumers through the residential waste stream.  

Reporting & Registering 
4 For Average Bill of Materials (ABOM) method, would 

MMSW provide the groupings of ABOM and average 
packaging weights for each ABOM group? Or does the 
steward have to come up with the groups and 
weights? 

Each steward is responsible for identifying their own ABOM groupings should 
they choose this reporting method.  The steward will need to weigh the 
samples in order to determine the weight for each ABOM group. This is 
necessary because each business is different and the ABOM groupings will 
vary from business to business.  The ABOM method is designed to enable an 
efficient way of reporting that works best for each business. Please feel free 
to contact Steward Services at 1-888-980-9549 if you have questions about 
this or refer to the National Guidebook Part 2 where you will find a detailed 
description of the ABOM reporting method with examples.   

5 If we sell to a warehouse club that sells to both 
business and consumers how do we determine how 
much to count as consumer sales? 

Stewards will need to determine a methodology to estimate their sales to 
businesses and their sales to consumers.  One method used by some 
businesses is to identify sales through corporate sales accounts, or corporate 
cards. Another would be to determine if there are product groupings that are 
only sold to businesses, for example, large format or industrial size product 
might be more likely to be sold to commercial businesses than consumers.   

http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/E10-21R5.pdf
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/E10-21R5.pdf
http://guidebook.cssalliance.ca/
http://guidebook.cssalliance.ca/part-two-how-to-begin/
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Whichever strategy you choose, it is important to document your reasoning 
and include that rationale and methodology in the methodology section of 
your report.  Please feel free to speak to Steward Services to discuss the 
most appropriate option for your business at 1-888-980-9549.  

6 How is a business that sells to both commercial and 
residential users expected to separate their quantities 
so that only residential sales are reported to MMSW? 

Please see answer above. 

7 If we sell products to businesses and reserves are we 
still needing to report on these products? 

The Saskatchewan Recycling Regulation applies to paper and packaging that 
is supplied to residents (even if indirectly through a retailer) and is likely to 
end up in the residential waste stream.  If your business is resident in 
Saskatchewan and the businesses you sell branded products to are stores or 
retailers, who in turn sell or supply your products to consumers, then you 
would need to report those products.  Similarly, if the products you sell to 
First Nations communities are then sold to consumers then you would need 
to report on those products as well.  Please refer to the National Guidebook 
for a full description of the obligated materials and how to determine if you 
are a steward in Saskatchewan. 

8 I’m resident in Saskatchewan but my sales are direct 
to supermarkets and commercial and industrial 
businesses.  In the calculations, the sales to these 
organizations would be deducted.  Therefore, how am 
I obligated if I don’t have to pay for sales of my 
product to these organizations? 

Please see answer above.  If you are a brand owner with residency in 
Saskatchewan, then your sales to retailers, which in turn are sold to 
Saskatchewan consumers must be included in your steward report.    

9 Why do we need to report the total number of single-
use bags sold and not just the total weight of these 
bags? 

In Saskatchewan, stewards are to report only the total weight (in kgs) of 
single-use bags. There are other provincial recycling programs that require 
stewards report the number of units supplied, but in Saskatchewan, you 
need only to report on total weight of these bags.   

10 Can you extend the reporting period for one month? 
This is the busiest month for our business, especially 
since there was no notification. We received notice of 
MMSW on May 28, 2014.     

Unfortunately we are unable to extend the reporting deadline beyond June 
30th. If you will have difficulty meeting this deadline please contact steward 
services at: 1-888-980-9549. 

11 If you have a user ID for Manitoba and a different one 
for Ontario reporting, which one do you use for the 
new portal? 

Manitoba stewards now report through the WeRecycle portal. Some 
businesses prefer to have a unique steward number for each provincial 
program in which case you may register for MMSW separately on the portal.   

http://guidebook.cssalliance.ca/
https://werecycle.cssalliance.ca/irj/portal
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Alternatively, if you prefer one common steward number across provincial 
programs, please contact a member of the steward services team at 1-888-
980-9549 and a representative will be able to assist you in doing this. 

12 Can more than one individual in an organization 
access the portal? If so, would they each need a 
separate user ID? 

Yes, more than one individual within an organization can access the portal 
however each individual would need their own user ID and password and be 
registered as either a primary, secondary or billing contact.  Please note that 
only the primary contact can submit a steward report and only one person 
can be registered as the primary contact.  

13 Can a company have more than one secondary 
contact? 

Yes, a company can have more than one secondary contact but only one 
primary contact.  

14 We would have appreciated that this information was 
presented earlier than three weeks before reports 
were due.     

MMSW recognizes that it takes time to gather the necessary data for 
reporting.  If you need assistance with preparing your report please contact 
Steward Services at 1-888-980-9549. 

15 When reporting our total weights for each category, 

can we deduct the weight of any materials captured 

by our own in-house take-back recycling programs? If 

so, is there an official reference in the Guidebook or 

regulations you can provide? 

Stewards must report and pay fees based on the total tonnage of material 

supplied to Saskatchewan residents.  There is no provision in the Regulation 

for deductions for take-back programs. This would be contrary to Section 2.1 

of the MMSW Membership Agreement which states that members of 

MMSW “are prohibited from entering into an agreement with another 

person to operate a like program or by fulfilling those obligations yourself”.    

Obligated Steward 
16 Please define Brand Owner. A brand owner is an organization or company that is the registered 

trademark owner. If the brand or trademark is unregistered, then the 
steward that owns the intellectual property rights to the brand or trademark 
is the brand owner. If this does not answer your question please contact 
Steward Services at 1-888-980-9549 or refer to the National Guidebook Part 
1.10 for a full definition of brand owner, first importer and franchisor.  

17 Is this program for the entire province of 
Saskatchewan? My head office is in Estevan and I have 
not heard anything about this. 

This regulation covers all obligated businesses with operations in the 
province of Saskatchewan. MMSW and the Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Environment have contacted thousands of Saskatchewan-based companies 
to notify them of the new Recycling Regulation. If you need any assistance in 
understanding your obligations under the Regulation please contact a 
member of our Steward Services team at 1-888-980-9549. 

http://guidebook.cssalliance.ca/part-one/1-10-how-do-i-determine-if-my-business-or-organization-is-responsible-as-the-brand-owner-first-importer-or-franchisor/
http://guidebook.cssalliance.ca/part-one/1-10-how-do-i-determine-if-my-business-or-organization-is-responsible-as-the-brand-owner-first-importer-or-franchisor/
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Small Business Policy 
18 Is there a de minimus or threshold for companies with 

lower weights? 
The proposed small business policy is designed to minimize the 
administrative burden of the Regulation on small businesses and low volume 
stewards while at the same time ensuring that they pay their fair share of the 
costs. The policy, as currently proposed, is as follows:   
Reporting exemption and a $150.00 membership fee for small  
businesses that meet any one of the following criteria:  

 Less than $750,00 in revenues; or  

 Supply less than 1 tonne of packaging and paper; or  

 Business operates as a single point of retail.  
 A reporting exemption and flat fee for small volume stewards:  

 $350/year for stewards that produce between 1 and 2.5  

 tonnes  

 $750/year for stewards that produce between 2.5 and 5  

 tonnes  
Please note that these exemptions do not apply to businesses that are 
supplied by or operated as part of a franchise, a chain or under a banner. For 
more details on the proposed Small Business Policy please click here. 

19 What is the easiest way to determine if we do qualify 
for the Small Business Policy? 

Please see above for an outline of the proposed small business policy.  Once 
a small business policy is approved by the government, MMSW will make 
available on its website a Small Business Assessment Tool which will provide 
a quick and easy way for businesses to determine if they qualify under the 
Small Business Policy. 

20 We are a medium-sized credit union; can you tell me if 
you have similar sized credit unions as members in 
other provinces? And if so, can you tell me if they 
qualify under the small business policy. 

Unfortunately, MMSW would not be able to provide this information as we 
do keep our members’ information confidential. The proposed small business 
policy in Saskatchewan is outlined above and can be found at www.mmsk.ca. 

21 Wouldn’t a credit union fall outside of the exemption 
due to the chain, banner, franchise rule? 

If a credit union had only one place of business and is not part of a banner or 
a franchise, they may qualify as a small business.  Under the current 
proposed policy they would only need to register with MMSW and pay a 
$150 membership fee.     

22 I understand how a business would qualify for the 
small business exemption if they are a single point of 
retail or have revenues of less than $750,000, but for 

A business that believes they might qualify for exemption under the 
proposed small business policy, or qualify as a low volume producer (supply 
between 1-5 tonnes of paper or packaging into Saskatchewan) would need to 

http://mmsk.ca/stewards/small-business
http://www.mmsk.ca/
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the business with less than one tonne of waste, how 
will they know they meet this exemption? Are they 
required to report and weigh their materials to know 
they qualify for this? 

take some measures to determine the weight of the paper or packaging they 
supply to SK consumers.  Once the small business policy is finalized, MMSW 
will make available on its website a Small Business Assessment Tool which 
will help businesses determine their eligibility under the small business 
policy.    

23 Under the small business policy, do you have to meet 
all qualifications or just one? 

To qualify as a small business, a business must meet one of the criteria of the 
policy.  If the policy is adopted as proposed, small businesses would still be 
required to register with MMSW and pay a membership fee. 
 
 
 
 

Voluntary Stewards/Residency 
24 Can you go over what is considered a resident 

steward? 
If your organization has an office, a home office, a workshop, a factory, a 
warehouse, or any fixed place of business in the province, you have 
residency.  For a full explanation of how to determine of your organization 
has residency in Saskatchewan, we encourage you to refer to section 1.7 of 
the National Guidebook.  

25 Where in the regulations does the resident definition 
in the Guidebook come from? 

Part 3 of The Saskatchewan Household Packaging and Paper Stewardship 
Program Regulation defines the steward as follows:  
The person that is the steward of packaging or paper is: 
(a) the brand owner with respect to the packaging or paper, unless the brand 
owner is a non-resident brand owner; 
(b) if there is no brand owner as described in clause (a), the person that first 
imports the packaging or paper into Saskatchewan; or 
(c) if there is no brand owner as described in clause (a) or person that first 
imports the packaging or paper as described in clause (b), the purchaser of 
the packaging or paper outside of Saskatchewan that purchases it for use in 
Saskatchewan. 
MMSW has provided guidance for stewards allowing them to more easily 
determine their residency status in the province and thereby their 
obligations under the Regulation.  Please see Part 1.7 of the National 
Guidebook for a full explanation of how to determine residency.   
 

http://guidebook.cssalliance.ca/part-one/1-7-how-do-i-determine-if-my-organization-or-company-has-residency/
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/E10-21R5.pdf
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/E10-21R5.pdf
http://guidebook.cssalliance.ca/part-one/1-7-how-do-i-determine-if-my-organization-or-company-has-residency/
http://guidebook.cssalliance.ca/part-one/1-7-how-do-i-determine-if-my-organization-or-company-has-residency/
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What are Obligated Materials? 
26 Even though Eco-fees are paid on paint (and their 

containers, the weight of all paint containers (steel 
and plastic paint cans and pails) sold in Saskatchewan 
must be reported? 

Most paint and stain containers are covered under the Saskatchewan Waste 
Paint Management Regulation and are therefore not included in the MMSW 
program.  For more information please call Steward Services at 1-888-980-
9549. 

27 Our municipality doesn’t accept cardboard/paper. Businesses must report all the materials they supply to Saskatchewan 
residents regardless of whether that material is collected for recycling. The 
payments made to MMSW help to fund up to 75 per cent of the cost of 
municipal recycling programs across the province, not only the municipality 
where your business is located.  

28 Our town is supported by a recycling program already. Yes, many municipalities in Saskatchewan provide municipal recycling 
services for their residents. However, the Household Packaging and Paper 
Stewardship Program Regulation changes the way in which these programs 
are financed.  The Regulation now requires that businesses that supply 
packaging and paper to residents pay up to 75 per cent of the net costs of 
the residential recycling programs thereby transferring the cost of these 
programs from municipalities and taxpayers to the businesses that supply 
these materials.  

 

http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/E10-21R3.pdf
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/E10-21R3.pdf

